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UNIVERSITY

Module 3 Major Assignment Template

Instructor/Teacher’s Name: Dajana Jelavic

Part 1: General Description

Type of Course

(x) General English () English for Specific Purposes

Target audience

Age group:15

Students’ educational level: 1st year of secondary school
Students’ English Proficiency level: A2

Class size: 18

How class size affects this activity: doesn’t affect the activity

Classroom equipment

My classroom is equipped with a projector and laptops on every desk.

Lesson Aims

To learn how to compare amounts (as..as)

Learning Objectives

At the end of this activity students will be able to:
O compare amounts using as..as

o use properly much/many and countable/uncountable nouns

Assumptions

Students are familiar with terms: countable and uncountable nouns in certain degree

The basic functions of COCA are introduced to students

Formative during lesson (questions, monitoring, giving feedback)

Assessment e Peer assessment
e  Exit ticket
Class time e 45 min

Resources (and links)

Corpus of Contemporary American English

Everyday grammar TV

o8]



https://wheeldecide.com/index.php?id=516312
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/5647907.html

Part 2: Materials development process

In order to prepare for this assignment, | reviewed a lecture about grammar teaching resources, completed the
practice activity with COCA and consolidate my ideas reviewing discussion forums. | decided to browse Everyday
Grammar TV and found an explanatory video a good starting point for my lesson. As I’'ve been dealing with comparisons
these days in one of my classes of the first year | found “comparison of amounts” interesting to embed in my teaching.
Before watching the video with the explanation of the grammatical point, | plan a short warm-up activity to activate
students’ previous knowledge related to much/many. Using KWIC function in COCA they have to observe possible
differences in the words following much and many (see Annex). Having done so they have to write a grammar, figure
out the grammar rule and report to the class. By looking at the real language in the corpus, grammar is taught using
descriptive approach which is more natural and authentic.

At this point students are supposed to watch a two-minute video with very clear, dynamic and memorable
explanation. After watching activity is comprehension check where students answer my questions. Next step is listening
hidden in a QR code in order to revise countable and uncountable nouns. | recorded nouns (using Vocaroo) that are
going to be used later in the exercise. Students listen and put the nouns into the right column. Having finished they
swap their tasks and do peers’ assessment. | monitor, put questions and give feedback. “Homework” is often being
misused so | want to prepare a kind of evidence taken from COCA that shows it in a real-life context as an uncountable
noun. Less structured practice follows where students have to create sentences out of words applying all the rules
mentioned throughout the lesson. At the end of the lesson they can be given solutions. Finally, formal assessment is
done by Wheel decide where students reflect upon lesson.



Part 3: Lesson Plan

Interactions
Timing Ss/T .
(minutes) Stages T/Ss Aims
Ss/Ss
Warm-up:
10 min —
Descriptive
T/Ss approach to
Ss/T grammar.
Ss/Ss Previous
knowledge
activation.
Development:
Video watching -Everyday grammar TV Explanation of
10 min 2:05 min T/Ss the grammar
Ss/T point.
Comprehension check:
Expressing
Listen to the words and put them to the right column. equality and
E E inequality of
. " - amounts.

5 min Distinguishing
countable/uncou
ntable nouns
Assessing peers

5 min Ss switch the tasks and do peer editing. Teacher monitors Ss/Ss

and gives feedback. T/Ss



https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/5647907.html
https://voca.ro/1noVeJHBNdlh

10 min

5 min

“Homework” is a tricky noun and is usually mistaken to be
countable. Teacher prepares evidence from COCA (see
Annex) showing authentic examples of the use: “homework
is”/”much homework”. Students conclude that it is

uncountable.

EX. Make sentences using these words to compare
quantities (as much/many as/not as...as)

e.g.This star aloe needs as much water as this jade plant.

Reflection:

Exit ticket: Wheel decide

Ss/T

Using descriptive
grammar
approach

Exercising

Reflecting on
lesson



https://wheeldecide.com/index.php?id=516312

Part 4: The complete and ready-to-use materials

ACTIVITY 1: Warm-up:

T: Using KWIC function in COCA observe possible differences in the words following much and many (see Annex). Write a
grammar figuring out the grammar rule and report to the class.

ACTIVITY 2: Video Watching

T: Watch a two-minute video:” Amounts: As....As Comparisons”and answer the questions below to check your understanding.

Comprehension check:

1.What have you learned from the video?

2.What is being compared?

3.Can you explain the difference between “much water” and “many students”?
4.How is inequality of amounts expressed?

ACTIVITY 3: Listening

T: Listen to the words and put them to the right column!



https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/5647907.html
https://vocaroo.com/1noVeJHBNdlh

COUNTABLE NOUNS UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS

T: Now switch the tasks and assess each other.
1.Are there any rules?

2.What can you conclude from these examples?
3.Can you add any of yours?

(“Homework” is a tricky noun and is usually mistaken to be countable.)

T: Look carefully at these examples from COCA (see Annex) showing authentic context of the use. In the sentences you can see

examples like “homework is”/”much homework”. What’s your conclusion? Is it a countable or an uncountable noun?

ACTIVITY 4: Exercise



EX. Make sentences using these words to compare quantities (as much/many as/not as...as)

e.g. This star aloe needs as much water as this jade plant.

1.English class/French class/get/homework (=)

2.Yogurt/milk/fridge (=)

3.Grill/sausages/hamburgers (-)

4.Ana/have/nice dresses/her sister (-)

5.We/drink/beer/your friends (-)

6.My new car/spend/oil/the old one. (=)

7.For this exercise/Tom/need/time/his peers (=)

ACTIVITY 5: Reflection

Exit ticket T: Spin and complete the sentences!
1.0ne “aha” moment | had....
2.I'm still confused about....

3.Two things | learned... I'm still

confused

4.1 really want to remember...
5.0ne question I still have...
6.Something | already knew...

7.0ne word to sum up what | learned...




SOLUTIONS:

ACTIVITY 1:

Possible answer: Words following much are mostly abstract/uncountable nouns (sense, fun, respect) and nouns following
many usually have plural so they are countable (places, links, miles).

ACTIVITY 2:

1.I've learned how to compare quantities.

2.Amounts are being compared, equal and unequal ones.

3.Much is used before uncountable noun water and many is used before countable noun students.

4.Inequality is expressed by not as....as.

ACTIVITY 3: Listen to the words and put them in the right column!

COUNTABLE NOUNS UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS
student homework
hamburger water
dress beer
sausage oil
milk
yoghurt
time




Are there any rules? What can you conclude from these examples? Can you add any of yours?

Possible answers:

-Countable nouns can be counted, have plural ending in -s or-es.

-Uncountable nouns are impossible to count (liquids, abstract ideas), singular verb, no plural.

-Some nouns should be learned by heart because there is no explanation why they are uncountable(“homework”) or you can

always use COCA functions to check the noun in authentic context.

-C: book, tree, car, bag U: art, music, sand, jewelry

ACTIVITY 4:

1.In English class we get as much homework as in French class.

2.There is as much yoghurt as milk in the fridge.

3.0n the grill there aren’t as many sausages as hamburgers.

4.Ana doesn’t have as many nice dresses as her sister.

5.We don’t drink as much beer as your friends.
6.My new car spends_as much oil as the old one.

7.For this exercise Tom needs as much time as his peers.

ACTIVITY 5: Students’ answers.

ANNEX:

Different use of MUCH/MANY: write grammar based on examples derived from KWIC function in COCA!
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List function of COCA :Find evidence that HOMEWORK is an uncountable noun!

. Braids, lunch, backpack dragging her shoulders down. There's too much homework in sixth grade. Its complexity long ago surpassed her ability to help,

so | like this. You know. these kids are getting way too much homework these days.

) : What?

JES) : And you've got to use

to the mall with them but | had to work and had way too much homework. After the coffee shop closes at seven, | walk over to my uncle

TONS of homewaork. | just didn't understand how | could get so much homework. | finished the day and got on the bus to go home and once

parents not to worry, adding that they hoped they wouldn't get too much homework after being rescued and couldn't wait to eat their favorite foods aga

's house. Didn't you just say this morning that yeu had so much homework to do this weekend? Finn has this genius idea to fill up a shopping

didn't have any female directors. STIN

through fifth grade, kindergarten through fifth grade, if you give them tog
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that kids get, they don't get to do because there's so much homewaork. Well, also with a national obesity epidemic, | mean, kids are

MARIO CANTONE (ACTOR/COMEDIAN) You know. it's the time of how much homework and how complicated it is has to progress. The teachers must be |
Charles permits Matilde and Tom to skip Sunday school. claiming they have too much homework to be pressured. He is the handsomest father and he's
. He hasn't written an essay. read a book or been assigned much homework since fall. His AP English dlass, which is supposed to be college-level.

what's up? - Hello. Not much. Just chilling. How much homework do you have? | have to do this powerpoint thing. | don't

to complete it. Research from the Center for Public Education reveals that too much homework actually diminishes its effectiveness. Make the executive
reading. # Total time: 3.5 hours # | DO N'T REMEMBER how much homewerk was assigned to me in eighth grade. | do know that | didn't

time. # Every parent | know in New York City comments on how much homewerk their children have. These lamentations are a ritual whenever we are g
sister. | tell her she should be happy she doesn't have so much homework that | find it worth investigating. She agrees with this, but still makes

reading, getting all the way to page 120. The hardship of tco much homework pales in comparison with the McCourt family's travails. Still, because we ar
and so forth. Half the dass's parents responded that they thought too much homework was an issue. # Since then, I've been wary of Esmee's

. " # Back in California, when | raised the issue of too much homework on that e-mail chain, about half the parents were pleased that scmeone had broug
my view, the school is too rigidly focused on academics and assigns too much homework. Lola, always competitive with her older sister, replies that she i
and animations, act sympathetically. go easy when criticizing and not assign too much homework. The homework assignments of the teacher be reading
7 BROWN HAIR, KINDA " TALKS LIKE THIS "7 | HAVE TOO MUCH HOMEWORK. I'LL GET YOU A TUTOR! HAVE YOU EVER HAD SEX? -

of this at like what? Around 2:30 AM... Yeah | have too much homework. and | originally found this from somecne that linked it form their webcomic....

to school, hate a certain subject. are being bullied or have too much hemework are other helpful things to discuss with teachers. Become a Team # Finall
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totally right. | have no clue what I'm doing. Rory's math homewaork is already way too hard for me. What you do is so much more

no commaon sense. He got that from you. Well, | suppose yo the kitchen doing itself. Oh, he's gon na be fun

. | can actually do great harm. [camera_dicks_and_winds] It's r® ant that my homework is done. [sighs] All right. it's a bloody wrap. [general_ch:
Professor Sheffield, but | promise you, this question has no answer. Your homewaork is to watch five Nicolas Cage films by Wednesday, no marathens. Sp
held accountable, he should never have taken the job. The dog ate my homework is not cutting it anymore. # How long are the supposedly ethical, objec
days. She's been quite delighted to be able to announce " All my homework is already done! " when | declare homework time: hence the romping.
providing the support students don't get when they do difficult tasks as apart of homewuork is real encouraging. | have been reading about this technique
even attractive, short (or easy, as the case may be!) homework is never done. The last group never studies for tests either. I'd

it. Studying, not homework. Homework screams, " High school! " Homework is a task you do to keep your teacher happy. Studying is something you

n't have to do the homework. # 3 # For starters, if the homework is in to a first lesson, you really have to try and do it

by second or at least third grade? # A. | do not think posting homework is difficult and | think many teachers have computers today, but | do not
integrity of your work? # One method that many students use to check their homework is this: before turning in your paper, compare it with a classmate
could lead to health problems later.) Save a special book to read when homework is done, or make plans to talk with a friend on the phone as
Thanksgiving, winter break, or summer break is nearing, and the moment your homework is done you can enjoy it to its fullest. # 3 # Avoid procrastinati
you? If none of these things seem to apply to you, remember that hamework is to help you learn, which everyone ultimately wants. In the real world
right hefore sleep you can review most or all of them. # If the homework is going to take a long time (2+ hours), take a 15-minute

It was gone. | know this because helping my 5th grade son with his homework is way more challenging than it ought it be. # Most of us have

any snack or further playtime. Any minute past the timer going off before starting homewaork is longer doing homework or earlier going to bed. We have
self-conscious about it and it has started to really affect her daily activities. Doing homework is hard for her because writing for long periods of time mak
are. They want to hear what you are teaching in class, what the homework is, and how they as parents can extend and enrich learning at home.

. and in class they debate ideas, work in groups or solve problems. Homework is classwork, if you will. # " We're so used to college

g0 to an online forum for help from teaching assistants or peers. # Your homework is watching the lecture, with embedded quizzes: your class is an exte

and very slow and looks sloppy, their esteem about their work product or their homework is very low. So they may be very reluctant to work hard becau: -
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