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Module 3 Major Assignment Template 

Instructor/Teacher’s Name: Dajana Jelavic 
 

Part 1: General Description 

Type of Course • ( x ) General English     (  ) English for Specific Purposes 

 

Target audience 

• Age group:15 

• Students’ educational level: 1st year of secondary school 

• Students’ English Proficiency level: A2 

• Class size: 18 

• How class size affects this activity: doesn’t affect the activity 

Classroom equipment 
• My classroom is equipped with a projector and laptops on every desk. 

 

Lesson Aims 
• To learn how to compare amounts (as..as) 

 

 

Learning Objectives 

• At the end of this activity students will be able to: 

o compare amounts using as..as 

o use properly much/many and countable/uncountable nouns 

Assumptions 
• Students are familiar with terms: countable and uncountable nouns in certain degree 

• The basic functions of COCA  are introduced to students  

Assessment 

• Formative during lesson (questions, monitoring, giving feedback) 

• Peer assessment 

• Exit ticket 

Class time • 45 min 

Resources (and links) 
• Corpus of Contemporary American English 

• Everyday grammar TV 

  

https://wheeldecide.com/index.php?id=516312
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/5647907.html


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Part 2: Materials development process 

In order to prepare for this assignment, I reviewed a lecture about grammar teaching resources, completed the 

practice activity with COCA and consolidate my ideas reviewing discussion forums. I decided to browse Everyday 

Grammar TV and found an explanatory video a good starting point for my lesson. As I’ve been dealing with comparisons 

these days in one of my classes of the first year I found “comparison of amounts” interesting to embed in my teaching. 

Before watching the video with the explanation of the grammatical point, I plan a short warm-up activity to activate 

students’ previous knowledge related to much/many. Using KWIC function in COCA they have to observe possible 

differences in the words following much and many (see Annex). Having done so they have to write a grammar, figure 

out the grammar rule and report to the class. By looking at the real language in the corpus, grammar is taught using 

descriptive approach which is more natural and authentic.  

At this point students are supposed to watch a two-minute video with very clear, dynamic and memorable 

explanation. After watching activity is comprehension check where students answer my questions. Next step is listening 

hidden in a QR code in order to revise countable and uncountable nouns. I recorded nouns (using Vocaroo) that are 

going to be used later in the exercise. Students listen and put the nouns into the right column. Having finished they 

swap their tasks and do peers’ assessment. I monitor, put questions and give feedback. “Homework” is often being 

misused so I want to prepare a kind of evidence taken from COCA that shows it in a real-life context as an uncountable 

noun. Less structured practice follows where students have to create sentences out of words applying all the rules 

mentioned throughout the lesson. At the end of the lesson they can be given solutions. Finally, formal assessment is 

done by Wheel decide where students reflect upon lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Lesson Plan 

Timing 
(minutes)  

Stages 

Interactions 
Ss/T 
T/Ss 
Ss/Ss 

Aims  

10 min 
 
 
 
 
 

Warm-up: 
 
Using KWIC function in COCA students observe possible 
differences in the words following much and many 
(examples in Annex). Ss write grammar, figure out the 
grammar rule and report to the class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T/Ss 
Ss/T 
Ss/Ss 

 
Descriptive 
approach to 
grammar. 
Previous 
knowledge 
activation. 

 
 
 

10 min 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 min 
 
 
 
 

5 min 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Development: 
 
Video watching -Everyday grammar TV  
2:05 min 
 
Comprehension check: 
 

Listen to the words and put them to the right column. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Ss switch the tasks and do peer editing. Teacher monitors 
and gives feedback. 

 

 
 

 
T/Ss 
Ss/T 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
Ss/Ss 
T/Ss 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Explanation of 
the grammar 
point. 
 
Expressing 
equality and 
inequality of 
amounts. 
 
 
 
Distinguishing 
countable/uncou
ntable nouns 
Assessing peers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/5647907.html
https://voca.ro/1noVeJHBNdlh


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 min 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 min 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Homework” is a tricky noun and is usually mistaken to be 

countable. Teacher prepares evidence from COCA (see 

Annex) showing authentic examples of the use: “homework 

is”/”much homework”. Students conclude that it is 

uncountable. 

 

Ex. Make sentences using these words to compare 

quantities (as much/many as/not as...as) 

e.g.This star aloe needs as much water as this jade plant. 

 

Reflection: 

Exit ticket: Wheel decide 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ss/T 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Using descriptive 
grammar 
approach 
 
 
 
Exercising 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflecting on  
lesson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wheeldecide.com/index.php?id=516312


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Part 4: The complete and ready-to-use materials 

ACTIVITY 1: Warm-up: 

T: Using KWIC function in COCA observe possible differences in the words following much and many (see Annex). Write a 
grammar figuring out the grammar rule and report to the class.  

  

ACTIVITY 2: Video Watching 

T: Watch a two-minute video:”Amounts: As….As Comparisons”and answer the questions below to check your understanding. 

Comprehension check: 
1.What have you learned from the video? 
2.What is being compared? 
3.Can you explain the difference between “much water” and “many students”? 
4.How is inequality of amounts expressed? 
 

ACTIVITY 3: Listening 

T: Listen to the words and put them to the right column! 

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/5647907.html
https://vocaroo.com/1noVeJHBNdlh


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTABLE NOUNS UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

T: Now switch the tasks and assess each other. 
1.Are there any rules?  
2.What can you conclude from these examples? 
3.Can you add any of yours? 
 

(“Homework” is a tricky noun and is usually mistaken to be countable.)  

T: Look carefully at these examples from COCA (see Annex) showing authentic context of the use. In the sentences you can see 

examples like “homework is”/”much homework”. What’s your conclusion? Is it a countable or an uncountable noun?  

ACTIVITY 4: Exercise 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ex. Make sentences using these words to compare quantities (as much/many as/not as...as) 

e.g. This star aloe needs as much water as this jade plant. 

1.English class/French class/get/homework (=) 

2.Yogurt/milk/fridge (=) 

3.Grill/sausages/hamburgers (-) 

4.Ana/have/nice dresses/her sister (-) 

5.We/drink/beer/your friends (-) 

6.My new car/spend/oil/the old one. (=) 

7.For this exercise/Tom/need/time/his peers (=) 

ACTIVITY 5: Reflection 

 

Exit ticket T: Spin and complete the sentences! 

1.One “aha” moment I had…. 

2.I’m still confused about…. 

3.Two things I learned... 

4.I really want to remember... 

5.One question I still have… 

6.Something I already knew… 

7.One word to sum up what I learned… 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

SOLUTIONS: 

ACTIVITY 1:  

Possible answer: Words following much are mostly abstract/uncountable nouns (sense, fun, respect) and nouns following 

many usually have plural so they are countable (places, links, miles). 

 

ACTIVITY 2:  

1.I’ve learned how to compare quantities. 

2.Amounts are being compared, equal and unequal ones. 

3.Much is used before uncountable noun water and many is used before countable noun students. 

4.Inequality is expressed by not as….as. 

 

ACTIVITY 3: Listen to the words and put them in the right column! 

 

COUNTABLE NOUNS UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS 

student homework 

hamburger water 

dress beer 

sausage oil 

 milk 

 yoghurt 

 time 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Are there any rules? What can you conclude from these examples? Can you add any of yours? 

Possible answers: 

-Countable nouns can be counted, have plural ending in -s or-es. 

-Uncountable nouns are impossible to count (liquids, abstract ideas), singular verb, no plural. 

-Some nouns should be learned by heart because there is no explanation why they are uncountable(“homework”) or you can 

always use COCA functions to check the noun in authentic context. 

-C: book, tree, car, bag           U: art, music, sand, jewelry  

 

ACTIVITY 4:  

1.In English class we get as much homework as in French class. 

2.There is as much yoghurt as milk in the fridge. 

3.On the grill there aren’t as many sausages as hamburgers. 

4.Ana doesn’t have as many nice dresses as her sister. 

5.We don’t drink as much beer as your friends. 

6.My new car spends as much oil as the old one. 

7.For this exercise Tom needs as much time as his peers. 

ACTIVITY 5: Students’ answers. 

ANNEX: 

  Different use of MUCH/MANY: write grammar based on examples derived from KWIC function in COCA! 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List function of COCA :Find evidence that HOMEWORK is an uncountable noun! 
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