
Lesson Plan: The Inspiring Dr. Temple Grandin 
AI-Driven Reading & Listening Comprehension,  
Speaking & Writing/Blackout-Poetry Creation 

 
Teacher: Ivana Opačak, Secondary School of Economics in Slavonski Brod, Croatia 

 
Topic of the lesson:  
The Inspiring Dr Temple Grandin, Different Not Less (Pearson’s Focus 2, Unit 5: Time to Learn) 
 
Target group: students aged 15 (level of English B1/B2) 
 
Background information: The lesson plan was created (using the knowledge acquired during the 5-week 
MOOC AI in ELT, Jan/Feb 2024) for the purpose of encouring critical/creative thinking & creative 
expression (blackout poetry creation) in March 2024, when celebrating the International Women's Day 
& Women's History Month. 
 
Duration: 90 minutes (a double-lesson in Croatia) 
 
Type of the lesson: AI art-based vocabulary building, AI/Twee-driven reading & listening 
comprehension, speaking/ debating & creative expression (blackout-poetry/Suno AI song creation); 
optional (HW assignment): essay writing; 
cross-curricular subjects: Civic Education (goo A.4.4., goo B.4.1.), Sustainable Development (odr C.3.4., 
odr A.4.1.), Personal Development (osr A.4.1., osr B.4.1.-2., osr C.4.2.), Learn How to Learn (uku 
A.4/5.3.-4., uku B.4/5.2.-4., uku C.4/5.3., uku D.4/5.1.2.), ICT (ikt A.4.3., ikt D.4.1.), Mental & Social 
Health (zdr B.4.1 / A., zdr B.4.1 / B.) 
 
Aim: Encouraging communicative linguistic competence (SŠ (1) EJ A.1.1.-5.; SŠ (1) EJ B.1.1.; SŠ (1) EJ 
C.1.1.-6.), intercultural communicative competence (SŠ (1) EJ B.1.3.-4.) & independence in language 
mastery (SŠ (1) EJ C.1.1.-5.) – outcomes defined by Croatian National Curriculum  
 
Learning objectives: 

- to explore the use of AI-generated art and texts/tasks (Bing-created image, Twee-generated project 
about Dr Temple Grandin, Suno-generated songs based on blackout poems) as a tool for enhancing 
vocabulary building, developing 5 linguistic skills, critical thinking skill & creative expression in ELL; 

- to create a practical, engaging, and interactive learning experience for students; 
- to improve students' vocabulary retention & develop linguistic skills through real-life contemporary 
problem discussions. 
 

Learning outcome: By the end of the lesson students will be able to (use topic vocabulary to) 
name/explain most important parts of Dr Temple Grandin's biography and her influence on the life of 
people with disabilities (especially autism). They will be able to express their (critical) opinion about the 
importance of inclusion. They will explore their artistic talent and (learn how to) create blackout poetry. 
(The task can be further developed into motivating Sts to explore the biographies & work of national 
female role models, e.g. ones with challenging lives & careers, such as Ivana Brlić Mažuranić & Marija 
Jurić Zagorka; by generating/writing texts about them, creating blackout poetry in mother tongue, 
translating it into English & sharing it with eTwinning partners, Sts can develop their mediation skill.)  
 
Teaching materials and aids: 
- teacher's Twee Prroject PDF file and/or paper handouts containing AI/Twee generated tasks; 
- reliable Internet connection, a computer, mobile phones, a projector or screen for displaying images;  
- teacher’s Bing-generated image (depicting Dr Temple Grandin as a child); YouTube video HERE; 
- paper handouts for blackout-poetry creation; rubric for self-/peer-evaluation 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Z-H4NftAtgBt5cp5AXc3Dc47bzSOQzu/view?usp=sharing
https://twee.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqJCv0Pe1eQ&feature=youtu.be


Instructions – Lesson organisation 

Warm-up (10 minutes) 

❖ Reinforce previously learned vocabulary by 

asking students to name four people with 

disability (M. Phelps, Dr Temple Grandin, K. 

Knightley & R. Branson) and explain how they 

surpassed difficulties (in life & education) and 

became successful (Pearson 2 textbook, 2nd 

Edition: Different, Not Less, Unit 5, p 64-65). 

 

❖ Display (teacher’s) AI/Bing-generated image of 

Dr Temple Grandin as a child. Ask students to 

describe it, trying to remember the details 

about her life and predict new elements.   

 

Main part (30 minutes)  

Twee AI Project: Reading & listening activities 
Students work individually & in pairs. 

 
Activities 1-4 (Reading, vocabulary building, T/F & A/B/C/D, discussion)  
Introduce teacher's Twee AI Project The Inspiring Dr Temple Grandin (PDF file/paper handouts, tasks 
1-4). Ask students to read the AI/Twee-generated blog entry about Dr Temple in task 1 and do the 
vocabulary matching task 2. They should then decide whether the statements in task 3 are True or 
False and find the correct answers (A/B/C/D) to the comprehension questions in task 4. Students can 
evaluate their work in pairs before discussing the content frontally. (15 min) 
  
Activities 5-8 (Listening, ev. reading, summarising/gap-filling, A/B/C/D & Q&A, discussion)  
Ask students to listen to/watch the 3-min YouTube video Bawby Meets Dr Temple Grandin in task 5 
(Twee AI Project) and fill in a short video summary with topic words or short phrases in task 6. 
Students should then find the correct answers to the comprehension questions in tasks 7-8. The 
video has been transcribed by Twee AI for the students who may want/need to read the text. Briefly 
discuss the video content and students' impressions of the living person who has struggled in her life, 
yet has influenced and inspired so many people (with disabilities). (15 min) 
 
 

Vocabulary reinforcement/practice (35 min) 
 

Twee AI Project: Reading, speaking, writing, discussion 

Students work individually & in pairs/ groups.  
 
Activities 9-11 (Reading, critical evaluation, discussion)  
Ask students to read the quotes (about disability and autism) from five famous people in task 9 
(Twee AI Project), as well as four different opinions about inclusive education, its benefits and 
challenges (for students and teachers) in tasks 10 & 11. Encourage critical thinking and shaping 
personal opinions, as well as a brief peer/group discussion. Discuss the content frontally, trying to 
elicit as many different opinions as possible. (15 min) 
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Z-H4NftAtgBt5cp5AXc3Dc47bzSOQzu/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqJCv0Pe1eQ&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Z-H4NftAtgBt5cp5AXc3Dc47bzSOQzu/view?usp=sharing


Assign activity 12 (1-min debate or essay writing) for homework. Students should choose one task 
and prepare a 1-minute talk/debate or write an essay (150-200 words), expressing their opinion. 
 
Activity 13 (Blackout poetry creation) 
Students work in pairs or groups to create blackout poems based on the text about Dr Temple 
Grandin; they are given paper handouts and brief instructions (with examples). The instructions for 
blackout-poetry creation are HERE. Students use Suno AI digital tool to create covering music for 
their poems, using the chosen words or lines. (20 min) 
 
❖ Optional: Students may wish to use AI tools (Bing Image Creator) to generate their own images of 

Dr Temple Grandin as a child, woman, professor, scientist, animal lover... at school or at home… 
They can use Bing Copilot to create short stories about the inspiring Dr Temple, generate 
additional images with story elements and a photo-story…  

 
 

Presentation & Discussion, Evaluation (15 minutes) 
 

❖ Each group presents their work (blackout poem, song). A brief discussion is facilitated after each 
group’s presentation, and constructive feedback is provided. An (e-)exhibition of creative work 
can be created. There is a Wakelet collection (exhibiting some students' work) HERE. A 
collaborative eTw Wakelet collection in the Women's History Month was also created. (10 min) 
 

❖ Prepare evaluation rubric (a scoring guide) for self/peer-assessment. Every student should assess 
his/her own work and pair/group contribution, as well as the work/contribution of every student 
within his/her group. The table elements can be adapted. (5 min) 

  

 
Criteria 

Excellent (3 points) 
Active participation,  

great contribution 

Good (2 points) 
Active in some activities (mostly the one  
of interest), contributed to some extent 

Poor (1 point) 
Not very active, did not 

contribute much 

Reading comprehension tasks  
  

  

Listening comprehension tasks       

Speaking - group/pair discussion       

Blackout poetry creation       

Group/Pair-work contribution; 
ev. AI/digital creation 

   

Presentation 
   

 6-9 (Pass); 10-12 (C); 13-15 (B); 16-18 (A) 
  

https://writers.com/what-is-blackout-poetry-examples-and-inspiration
https://www.suno.ai/
https://www.bing.com/images/create
https://www.bing.com/chat?q=Bing+AI&FORM=hpcodx
https://wakelet.com/wake/_V7qnhNce1a5q_zqfifFu


 
 

Introduction/Warm-up – Pearson text Different, Not Less (analysed the lesson before) 
 

 
 
 

  



Blackout poetry can be based on the text about Dr Temple Grandin HERE (ready for print).  
 

One of the creative work (by Laura K., 1E EBŠ SB) is attached below.  
The Wakelet collection (exhibiting EBŠ SB students' work) is HERE; all the poems are gathered in the 

video HERE. The work was shared in a collaborative eTwinning Wakelet collection  
created & disseminated in the Women's History Month 2024 is HERE. 

The Suno AI songs based on the lyrics (She has helped many/She was different, but not less worthy/  
She loved/She studied to help her understand/She created and taught/ 
She has changed the way we understand incredible women) are HERE. 

 

 

https://201806-dcs-uploaded-doc.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/Vekw97HvI9UiBmrQA8xpxf0R29d2K7?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIA3EBCGTRUCEY43ADR%2F20240313%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240313T071849Z&X-Amz-Expires=259200&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEE4aCWV1LXdlc3QtMSJHMEUCIA584NQydB0MY%2FjQVHpmIo2gM%2BNCn%2FCawAOCZAvIY3iaAiEA1FwwDR5IhYIgrkrO5OET3I%2FgmMp0%2BSsosdAVm5akPBQqxwMIVxAEGgw3NjQ1NzU5MTUxMTIiDJijn6vCAqEIrOpYLSqkA3UwmyhhBoHnbA9e52xAmYLmfISJ4oNeDRq6D%2B7u53tEGdQGtTbyVU63E3jBU6j7RNp9Tq3tW87iP8egB2RHKVwZgKUYtfFrbnd0Man9kN83oBaHgDI031zR8ZYUKc%2BemUgCuQ2zuMtOQjVez5haMnSndf9cIqv9Z78hz517TfxvKcIiqhgbHA%2Fni%2Fr5cQ8IuE%2FNLkF19T7h9PgCEJBna3XRIxb96sapiK0tJQZUnQNjW46N7Ekj1ZF7eJhmZVLmKQGVGlsUNqcAM3HBvZ00Of%2Fg8cHOrmYzRwSZ457uQG4GhIF2EI0R45JMvQwXqx3ciFm9sIKdGscOJH7nD7PeNWb7BVa8XpqTFMsWKS3gY14IHMn02oWToA5r%2BH8n8dxmxYSETzORgPBZTk8y7AlOQs3kx7rBOV9Gpf7umq1EpEHROwuJe4vNSXinMgpGghxZbzlbyDoq7G%2BwhCehKJrF%2BBKlY4paNdbj%2F%2F3UuASLPbxuFT8Q1ppgjaO2OFaa5mvNZp9pi0ALP5yNmbglYteQtni7isnynb5c9bBawOxlsaDqFY6AdzDQ%2FsSvBjqeAbGW3C59hw7L6MC3Mijbx5L8CX1umFNEKstb7CKHMljbFBwnwr8%2FCGd%2FU%2Byq2HW5vhD%2Bq8SAsEpN%2F%2Bbvr98J6gd13UPnULxLv4F3fvQBnrVGpaeJTkmAvJXNcbUeTccpWD9%2FGqb9yhxFTSCYtbjFY4kBz7jLVeO7%2B5%2BLbzy5gUhJRes9k%2FZXHRxip7abT20LxWbH%2BrOpio07UNue%2BKEC&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&response-content-disposition=filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Dr%2BTemple%2BGrandin%2BTwee%2BBlack%2Bpoetry.pdf&x-id=GetObject&X-Amz-Signature=b43363825570b4996c8c98fd2a0db615e7262145ff8fe4ade3229c14a3464baa
https://wakelet.com/wake/_V7qnhNce1a5q_zqfifFu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ylltq37J7wHrkNf38P1U4I_z7DQpD_Kb/view?usp=sharing
https://wakelet.com/wake/jwZn25Wl6jhe2PiMtor0T
https://app.suno.ai/song/3506c458-c348-4ecf-97cc-fb59b5c6e3e7

