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Flash fiction

• Flash fiction is a favored genre among the 
English-speaking world’s most celebrated 
writers for its ability to convey deep truths 
and universal human emotions in just a few 
short paragraphs. 

• When done well, flash fiction can convey 
deep truths and resonate with readers from 
all walks of life.

• short, self-contained stories that take only a 
few minutes to read



Flash fiction stories

• genre of fiction, defined as a very short story
• there is no set word count that separates flash fiction 
from more traditional short stories, 

• can be as short as a few words (while short stories 
typically run for several pages)

• also known as sudden fiction, short-short stories, 
microfiction, or microstories.



FLash fiction

• a fictional work of extreme brevity that still offers character and 
plot development. Identified varieties, many of them defined by 
word count, include the six-word story;

• the 280-character story (also known as "twitterature");
• the "dribble" (also known as the "minisaga," 50 words);
• the "drabble" (also known as "microfiction," 100 words);
• "sudden fiction" (750 words);
• "flash fiction" (1,000 words); and "microstory".
• Some commentators have suggested that flash fiction possesses a 
unique literary quality in its ability to hint at or imply a larger 
story.



Flash fiction
•  unique in its brevity—and though there is no official word count that separates it 

from other short forms of literature, the briefest of works are typically classed as flash 
fiction. A few of the most popular forms include:

• The Six-Word Story: a story told in just six words (the most famous example of this 
format, said to be written by Ernest Hemingway, is a tragically brief one-line story: 
“For sale: baby shoes, never worn.”)

• Twitterature: a story told in 280 characters or less
• Dribble: a story of 50 words or less (also sometimes called a minisaga)
• Drabble: a story of 100 words or less (also sometimes called microfiction)
• Sudden Fiction: a story of no more than 750 words
• Flash Fiction: a story comprised of about 1,000-1,500 words



Flash fiction



3 Characteristics of flash fiction 
stories

• compresses an entire story into the space of a few paragraphs. 
• no defined word count for flash fiction, but some commonly used word limits in flash 

fiction range from just six words on the short end to around 1,000 words on the 
longer end.

• A complete plot. A flash fiction story is indeed a story, with a beginning, middle, and 
end. This sets it apart from a prose poem or vignette, which can explore an emotion, 
memory, or thought without a plot.

• Surprise. Great flash fiction often incorporates surprise, usually in the form of a twist 
ending or an unexpected last line. This is not a gimmick: the aim is to prompt the 
reader to think deeply about the true meaning of the story.



Origins of Flash Fiction 
• dates back to the time of fables and parables. The form was popularized in the nineteenth century by 

writers like Walt Whitman, Kate Chopin, and Ambrose Bierce. Perhaps the best-known flash fiction 
story is from this time (although frequently misattributed to Ernest Hemingway). The entire story is six 
words long:

• The amount of emotion packed into these words inspired many writers to try their hand at the genre.

•  In the 1980s, Robert Shepard and James Thomas published a set of anthologies of flash fiction called 
Sudden Fiction, which spurred another resurgence of the form. Another highly influential anthology 
was Flash Fiction, published in 1992 by W. W. Norton. It features 72 flash fiction stories and was 
edited by Tom Hazuka, Denise Thomas, and James Thomas.

• Well known contemporary flash fiction writers include Lydia Davis, George Saunders, Jamaica Kincaid, 
Joy Williams, and Stuart Dybek.

•  The literary magazine SmokeLong Quarterly, founded in 2003, is a dedicated flash fiction magazine, 
publishing stories of 1,000 words or less.



6 steps to writing flash 
fiction



Six-word stories



What makes a great example of a 
six-word story?
1. can be dark, light, funny or tragic. Much like life. For a six 

word story to really stand out there are a few elements 
that must be in place.

2. The story makes sense to the reader.
3. It’s okay for the reader to work a little harder than usual to 

understand the meaning of a six worder. In fact, that can 
be part of the fun. But there must be a meaning in their 
somewhere.

4. The story takes the reader on a journey.



What makes a great example of a 
six-word story?
5. By definition, you want to tell some kind of a story. But a six word story is 
really more about taking readers from one place to another. That could be a 
beginning to an end. But it also might be an expectation to a surprise or punch-
line, similar to a joke. Or it could be from feeling nothing to feeling something. It 
could even be rhetorical question that the reader answers in their head.

6. The story leaves the reader with an emotion.

7. All story telling is about emotion. A six word story might be clever for its own 
sake, like wordplay. That should give a reader satisfaction from recognising the skill 
of the words. Or it might tear at the heart strings or tickle your tummy. Six words 
can make you feel.



Famous examples



FLash fiction example



100-word story



100-word story



100-word story



100-word story





Have a better understanding of what flash fiction is? If 
you’re ready to try your hand at this creative art form, 
use our list of 42 prompts to get started!



Prompts to get started...
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Prompts to get started...


