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Lesson Plan:  

 

Blackout Poetry 

 

Objective: 

Students will learn about blackout poetry, develop their ability to find meaning within existing texts, 
and create their own blackout poems. They will enhance their creativity, language comprehension, 
and critical thinking skills. 

Intermediate to Advanced English Learners (B1-C1) Level: 

90 minutes Duration: 

Content Overview: 

Introduction to Blackout Poetry (15 minutes) 

 Definition and history of blackout poetry 
 Discussion on the purpose and artistic value of blackout poetry 
 Examples of famous blackout poems 

Text Analysis and Vocabulary Building (15 minutes) 

 Choose a text (article, page from a book, etc.) 
 Identify key vocabulary, phrases, and sentences 
 Discuss potential meanings and themes 

Guided Practice: Creating a Blackout Poem (25 minutes) 

 Step-by-step demonstration of creating a blackout poem 
 Students begin crafting their own blackout poem using provided text 

Creative Process and Peer Review (20 minutes) 

 Students share their poems with a partner or small group 
 Peer feedback and discussion on different interpretations and styles 

Presentation and Reflection (15 minutes) 

 Selected students present their blackout poems to the class 
 Reflect on the experience: challenges, discoveries, and personal interpretations 

 

Homework/Extension (Optional) 

 Students create another blackout poem at home using a different text 
 Encourage submission of poems for a class “Blackout Poetry” collection or display 
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Lesson Plan Details: 

1. Introduction to Blackout Poetry (15 minutes) 

Activity: Begin with a brief discussion on what poetry is and how it can be created. Introduce the  
concept of blackout poetry by showing examples (on slides or printed). 

Key Points: 

 Blackout poetry is a form of “found poetry” created by blacking out words on a page to leave 
only selected words that form a poem. 

 It often reveals hidden meanings and allows for unique interpretations of existing texts. 
 Discuss its origins, linking it to movements in art and literature that emphasize reinterpreting 

existing works (e.g., Dadaism). 

2. Text Analysis and Vocabulary Building (15 minutes) 

Distribute a piece of text to students (e.g., an article, a short story excerpt, or a page from a Activity: 
novel). Have students skim the text to understand the general content. 

: Identify difficult or key vocabulary. Discuss the meanings, usage, and potential Vocabulary Task
importance of these words in the context of the text. 

 Explore possible themes or ideas present in the text that could inspire the creation of Discussion:
blackout poetry. 

3. Guided Practice: Creating a Blackout Poem (25 minutes) 

Show the students how to choose words or phrases that stand out to them and how Demonstration: 
to create a coherent message or theme by linking these words together. 

Students select their own words and start the process of creating a blackout poem. Encourage Task: 
them to think creatively and not worry about conventional grammar or syntax. 

 Walk around the room, offering guidance and answering questions. Provide tips on layout Support:
and design for the blackout poem. 

4. Creative Process and Peer Review (20 minutes) 

 Once students have completed their poems, have them exchange their work with a partner Activity:
or group. 

 Partners/groups discuss the poem, offering constructive feedback and interpreting each Discussion:
other’s work. 

 Ask students how the meaning of the text changed for them as they worked on their Reflection:
blackout poems. 

5. Presentation and Reflection (15 minutes) 

Select a few students to present their blackout poems to the class. Activity: 
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Reflection Questions: 

 What did you find challenging about creating a blackout poem? 
 How did this activity change the way you view the original text? 
 What did you enjoy most about this process? 

6. Homework/Extension (Optional) 

 Students create another blackout poem using a different text or a page from a Task:
book/magazine/newspaper they have at home. 

Encourage students to submit their poems for a class collection or to display them in the Submission: 
classroom. 

Materials Needed: 

 Printed texts (enough copies for the class) 
 Markers, pens, or colored pencils for blacking out text 
 Optional: Slides or projector for showing examples 

Assessment: 

 Participation in discussions and activities 
 Quality and creativity of the blackout poem 
 Ability to articulate the thought process behind the poem during peer review and 

presentation 

Differentiation: 

Provide more guided support, including a simplified text and a list of suggested For Lower Levels: 
words or phrases. 

Encourage students to use more complex texts and explore deeper themes. For Higher Levels: 

 

 

           NOTE 

This lesson plan allows students to engage with English in a creative, non-traditional way, making it 
an enjoyable and educational experience. 
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Examples 
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